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ABSTRACT

The protracted political dispute between South Korea and Japan over the wartime brothels called ¢omfort
stationsdbscures the contractual dynamics involved. These dynamics reflected the straightforward logic
of the €redible commitmentsso basic to elementary game theory. The brothel owners and potential pros-
titutes faced a problem: the brothel needed credibly to commit to a contractual structure (i) generous
enough to offset the dangers and reputational damage to the prostitute that the job entailed, while
(i1) giving the prostitute an incentive to exert effort while working at a harsh job in an unobservable
environment.

Realizing that the brothel owners had an incentive to exaggerate their future earnings, the women
demanded a large portion of their pay upfront. Realizing that they were headed to the war zone, they
demanded a relatively short maximum term. And realizing that the women had an incentive to shirk, the
brothel owners demanded a contractual structure that gave women incentives to work hard. To satisfy
these superficially contradictory demands, the women and brothels concluded indenture contracts that
coupled (i) a large advance with one- or two-year maximum terms, with (ii) an ability for the women to
leave early if they generated sufficient revenue,

© 2020 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.



J. Mark Ramseyer | |
Mitsubishi Professorof  J-¢ 2 =N + @ wa D
Japanese Legal Studies, t2 P27

Harvard Law School

N
\\
’ LY
I . ALY
ny \'\
‘ .\\"'
] 5
: ) ‘: N
‘ ¢ N _’ { .
! , y : \
:
:

Professor \\ \\
}.Mark Ramseyer

9

—

Jason Morgan,
©OVams fiNz D ef associate professor,
Reitaku University In

Kashiwa, Japan



e COMFORT WOMEN oreoming
- e PN N ama;on OEI'Eli1..-ErtEI Books =

< Republic of Korea

Search Amazon

N A N N N e T o N ey — All Today's Deals Customer Service Registry Gift Cards  Sell
A FAKE MEMOIR NORTHUKOREANSPIES =
ANDHITS QUADS AN THE ACADEMICSWAMP

Y The Comfort Women Hoax: A Fake Memoir, North Korean
Spies, and Hit Squads in the Academic Swamp

by J. Mark Ramseyer (Author), Jason M. Morgan (Author)

Buy new: $32.99
""" S|
$24.99 $32.99 Delivery December 12 - 19

- .

Read with Our Free App 1 New from $32.99

‘-‘;.;‘.u

_,’ Or fastest delivery December 7 - 12
554 '@' Pre-order Price Guarantee. Terms ~
— a1 ® Deliver to Republic of Korea

Both of the authors found themselves savagely "canceled" by their peers in Jap
follow the Woke line on the World War Il "comfort women." Contrary to the pa

women were not slaves. They were prostitutes. And the notion that they were This title will be released on

perpetrated by a Japanese communist author in the 1980s. Any serious Japane
understands this, and many intellectuals in South Korea understand it as well. DE‘EEth r 5-’ EDEE "

Y

hyper-politicized humanities departments that they continue to cling to this 15
Quy: 1 W

&

c')

: 2 .31ORG)\N Pre-order now



2019 September 17

Class Topic: Colonial Modernity (1910-1945)

- Farmlands were sold
- Rice was traded
- Labor was migrating to Japan under Contract
(Drafted only for the last 9 months, still paid)
- Comfort Women Issue
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Professor’s ‘Comfort-Women’ Lecture
Gets Him Indicted—And Sparks Debate
on Academic Freedom

Lew Seok-choon’s comments about World War ll-era sex slaves led to

defamation charges and put him at the center of controversy over
classroom speech
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[Bookmark] In South Korea, Lew
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